xii.]       Despatch of Saint-Just and Le Bas.        437

Wattignies, Marshal Wurmser carried the famous lines of
Wissembourg, the main defence of Alsace, and then formed
the siege of Bitche, the fortress which covered the road through
the Vosges into France. It is not difficult to account for these
defeats of the French , all the best troops of the army of the
Moselle were removed to the army of the North, and the
picked men of the army of the Rhine had been left in
Mayence. These men, as has been said, were bound not to
serve again for one year against the allies by the terms of
the surrender, and the remainder of the army of the Rhine
was weak and disorganized. Alexandre de Beauharnais
had shown neither military nor administrative ability; his
battalions of volunteers were left scattered over Alsace, and
no attempt had been made to form them into an army, and
the condition of the army of the Moselle was even worse.
Upon these disorganized battalions came the shock of
Wurmser's trained columns, and it was no wonder that the
Austnans won victory after victory.

The news of the Austrian invasion of Alsace caused a
profound sensation in Paris; and the Great Committee of
Public Safety, understanding the critical position of affairs
in the east, despatched one of its members, Saint-Just, together
with a young friend of his, a deputy of the Pas-de-Calais,
Philippe Le Bas, with supreme powers to the scene of the
disasters. The pair reached Strasbourg on 3 Brumaire
(October 24), and by their vigour soon changed the aspect of
affairs. The first thing was to reinvigorate the army. This
was done by appointing Pichegru, a general who had inspired
the soldiers with confidence by his conduct during the fore-
going year, to the command-in-chief of the army of the Rhine,
and then by establishing a supreme military tribunal on
5 Brumaiie (October 26) to restore discipline. This tribunal
passed some severe but necessary sentences, of which the
sentence of death on a general officer, General Eisenberg, for
running away at the skirmish of Bischwiller, is the most
remarkable, and a test of its efficiency is to be seen in the
repulse of the Austrians from Saverne on the very next day.